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Until the late 19th century, refined sugar was sold in loaf form ~ cylindri-
cal cones that were molded into different sizes (some as tall as three feet!),
wrapped in paper and sold to the individual consumer (Figure 1).
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ty. A small leg or spike that projected from one of the handles
at a right angle was held against the tabletop to steady the nippers
and provide more control (Figure 3). The Addison sugar nippers

were missing this spike, and one of the blades was broken as well.

Figure 3. Sugar nippers and sugar dish depicted in a print of unknown date. The shape and deco-
ration on the sugar dish date its manufacture to the early 19th century. lllustration from

Figure 2. Sugar nippers from Oxon Hill Plantation.
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